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December 15, 2014
Desk Officer for Agriculture
Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs

Office of Management and Budget

New Executive Office Building

725 17th Street NW

Washington, DC 20503
Re: NSAC Comments on Docket Number 2014-26911
Submitted via Email to: OIRA_submission@omb.eop.gov 
The National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition (NSAC) welcomes the opportunity to submit comments on the National Agriculture Statistics Services’ (NASS) plan to conduct a survey of organic agriculture.  NSAC is submitting these brief comments to express our support for NASS’s plan to conduct a survey of organic agriculture as a follow on to the 2012 Census of Agriculture.
The National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition is a national alliance of over 40 family farm, food, rural, and conservation organizations that together take common positions on federal agriculture and food policies to advance sustainable agriculture.
We believe this survey is of critical importance to the organic agriculture community.  Much of the information that this survey will collect cannot be obtained through any other means.  This includes production and price history data that is important to the Risk Management Agency for their development of organic price elections.
The inclusion of all of the questions from the 2012 Census of Agriculture and the previous organic survey, conducted in 2008, will allow NASS to collect high quality longitudinal data.  Data derived from a series of comparable surveys over multiple years is important for tracking trends in organic production at the state and national level.  

Again, NSAC supports NASS’s plan to conduct a survey of organic agriculture and would be happy to provide any needed additional feedback on the survey. 
Sincerely, 
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Ferd Hoefner, Policy Director



Policy Specialist
National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition
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