
 

 

 

 

Conservation Policy Specialist 
Washington, DC 

 
 
The National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition (NSAC) is seeking a passionate and collaborative policy advocate who 
will support our Coalition’s conservation policy portfolio. The Conservation Policy Specialist must be deeply 
committed to serving the sustainable agriculture movement and its federal policy work and to becoming an integral 
part of our high-performing, dedicated, and diverse team. The Conservation Policy Specialist is a full-time, salaried 
position and is based in Washington, DC. This position will report to NSAC’s Policy Director. 

THE ORGANIZATION 
 
NSAC is an alliance of grassroots organizations that advocates for federal policy reform to advance the sustainability 
of agriculture, food systems, natural resources, and rural communities. For over 30 years, NSAC’s stellar track record 
of policy accomplishments has been guided by a vision of agriculture where a safe, nutritious, ample, and affordable 
food supply is produced by a legion of family farmers who make a decent living pursuing their trade, while protecting 
the environment, and contributing to the strength and stability of their communities. Racial justice – an understanding 
and acknowledgment of historical and ongoing racial inequities and a commitment to actions challenging those 
inequities – is a core NSAC tenet we seek to embed in our structure, analysis, policy development, and advocacy. 
More information about NSAC can be accessed by visiting our website at http://sustainableagriculture.net. 
 
POSITION SUMMARY 
 
NSAC advocates on a wide range of federal farm and food policy issues, including conservation, food systems, farm 
programs, research, and food safety. Each Policy Specialist focuses on a variety of those issues and interacts with 
coalition members through issue-specific policy committees. The open position focuses on agricultural conservation 
and environmental issues, with a specific focus on working lands conservation programs, climate change, renewable 
energy, and farmland protection programs. In addition, each policy specialist also supports the rest of the policy team 
and helps to further our racial equity efforts through engagement with NSAC’s Diversity Committee.   
 
KEY RESPONSIBILITIES  
 

• Act as the lead staff to NSAC’s Conservation, Energy, and Environment (CEE) Issue Committee, helping the 
Committee develop and advance administrative, regulatory and legislative priorities; and interface with NSAC 
grassroots staff and Coalition members on campaign strategy and actions 

• Advocate with executive branch agencies (USDA, EPA, etc.) and on Capitol Hill on a regular basis 

• Draft policy materials, including policy papers, testimony, legislation, rulemaking comment letters, program 
analysis reports, and regular policy blog posts 

• Contribute to the organization’s annual priority setting, fundraising, and coalition-wide meetings 

• Apply an equity lens to all work, and strive to advance racial equity both within the coalition’s internal 
processes and through its external campaigns and policy goals 

• Represent NSAC at partner meetings, coalitions, conferences, and to the media in DC and nationwide 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://sustainableagriculture.net/


 

REQUIRED QUALIFICATIONS 
 

• An understanding of and passion for sustainable agriculture and food systems 

• Four or more years of legal, regulatory, agency, legislative, or lobbying experience, or other significant 
agricultural policy experience 

• Strong grasp of federal working lands conservation programs and related issues 

• A strong working knowledge of the federal policy-making process 

• Experience working with global majority communities, and an understanding of how racial inequality impacts 
American agriculture and politics 

• Excellent written and verbal communications and public speaking skills, including ability to translate complex 
federal regulations and policies into farmer-friendly materials and talks 

• Commitment to working collaboratively with a wide, diverse range of partners and colleagues 

• Willingness to travel domestically several times a year 
 
PREFERRED QUALIFICATIONS 
 

• Experience working in a Congressional office or federal agency 

• Background with grassroots advocacy campaigns  

• Experience with print, radio, and online media 

• Experience with large, multi-organization grassroots coalitions 

• Cross-cultural communication skills, including but not limited to bilingual fluency in a language other than 
English 

 
SALARY AND BENEFITS 
 
NSAC offers a competitive non-profit salary and benefits. Salary will be dependent on qualifications and experience, 
$60,000+. This full-time position offers excellent benefits (as per the employee handbook), including generous 
vacation and other time-off policy, health, dental, and long-term disability insurance, contributions after two years in a 
retirement plan, financial support for professional and personal development, and a pleasant, collaborative, 
professional working environment.  

APPLICATION PROCESS 
  
All persons interested in being considered for this position must submit a resume, a brief cover letter including an 
explanation of your interests in sustainable agriculture and federal policy, and three references. All communications 
are treated confidentially. Resume review begins immediately. No phone calls please. Applications must be received 
by September 30, 2019 for consideration. 
 
Please use this form (also available at http://sustainableagriculture.net/about-us/jobs/) to complete and submit 
application materials.  
 
 
 

NSAC is committed to hiring and retaining a diverse workforce and strongly encourages applications from groups that have been 
historically under-represented, including but not limited to women and people of color. Please also see NSAC’s Statement on Racial 

Equity. NSAC makes hiring decisions without regard to gender, race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, national origin, age, veteran 
status, disability, or any other protected class. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScndLzVcVid5AcX4gL6ESvxdnQo3YoQS0ryFkigH0LolwLQ1w/viewform?usp=sf_link
http://sustainableagriculture.net/about-us/jobs/)
http://sustainableagriculture.net/about-us/mission-goals/nsac-statement-on-racial-equity/
http://sustainableagriculture.net/about-us/mission-goals/nsac-statement-on-racial-equity/

